THE PROCESS FOR 

BECOMING AN RCS FOSTER PARENT
· Mail in Application: Once we receive your application, you will be receiving a phone call from us inviting you to attend an Orientation.
· Attend Orientation: The facilitator will present an overview of RCS and explain what to expect as a foster parent.  You will receive a packet of forms to complete at home.
· Turn in Self Studies: The Parenting Style Questionnaire, Section I, Section II and Section III will need to be turned in as soon as possible to continue the process.  For couples, you will need to fill out Section II & III separately.  Please note if these are not turned in, we will assume you have lost interest.  If you have questions on these forms please feel free to give us a call.
· Fingerprint/Live Scan: You will need to get a Live Scan form from the Records Manager or Program Supervisor at RCS.  Once you have the form you can go to the Ukiah Police Department, Ukiah Sheriff’s Department or Lake County Sheriff’s Department to have your fingerprints taken.  You will need the Live Scan form, plus a copy of the receipt of payment.  It is very important to hold on to the copy since the facility will assign an ATI number.  If the prints are lost, we will need that ATI number to track them.  
· Home Inspection: An RCS staff member will schedule a visit to your home to do a walk through and inform you of any safety issues or licensing regulations that need to be corrected prior to certification.  You will receive a copy of the Initial Home checklist at the Orientation for your reference. 
· Assessment Team Meets: The Assessment Team will meet to review your paperwork and discuss the home inspection results.  On acceptance and approval you will receive a letter or a phone call inviting you to attend our trainings. 
· On Invitation Attend all Trainings: We require and provide 20 hours of training prior to certification.  These trainings consist of Treatment Team Overview, Community Resources, Cultural Diversity & Relationships, Procedures and Regulations, Hello & Goodbye, Off Road Parenting and Positive Parenting Program (Triple P).  Both foster parents will need to attend these trainings.
· Interview: Once you have completed all the trainings, two RCS staff members will come to your home for your Interview.  This is the final step to becoming an RCS foster parent.  
IF you have questions please feel free to call us.

For Lake County call Mike at (707) 263-0372 and for Mendocino County call 

Alisha at (707) 467-2000.
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